Ancient & Pre-Colonial China Unit Overview
	Essential Questions



	· Why do different groups of people compete with each other?
· How do social hierarchies have a tremendous impact on the development of civilizations, societies, and regions?

· How have people changed society?

· Why do civilizations, societies, and regions need to express their cultures through artistic expression?

· How are cultural expressions reflected in various civilizations, societies, and regions?

· What influence does social structure have on civilizations, societies, and regions?

· How does movement of people influence groups?

· What stories do maps, charts, and other geographic data tell about a civilization’s societies and regions rise, fall, and expansion?

· What impact can people have on the development of civilization?

· What are positive and negative ways that invasions, conquests, and migrations affect civilizations, societies and regions? 

· How and why do maps, charts, and other geographic data change due to civilizations, societies and regions history?

· What ways has technological innovation changed people’s lives?

· How do governments differ on what they ask of their citizenry?

	· I totally get it

· I kinda get it

· I don’t get it

	Books, Movies, & Videos to Dig Into
	We learn about this because it helps us understand

	· Tintin in Tibet (book) by Herge
· Red Scarf Girl (book) by Ji Li Jiang
· The Emperor’s Silent Army (book) by Jane O’Connor
· Mulan (book/movie) by Disney
· 7 Years in Tibet (book/movie) by Heinrich Harrer

· Lost Civilizations: Ancient China (YouTube video)
	· Why some groups consider themselves better than others.
· How (groups of) people can hurt other people.

· How cultural views on acceptable behavior changes over time.

· Why civilizations develop near certain physical features.

· Why the Chinese are credited for so many of the world’s first inventions.

	Vocabulary to master

	· Mandate of Heaven
· Shang Dynasty
· Genghis Khan
· Great Wall
· Confucianism
· Gobi
· Chang Jiang
· Grand Canal
· Himalayas
· Huang He
· Bureaucracy
· Plateau of Tibet
· Xi’an
· Taoism
· Forbidden City
· Silk Road
· Genghis Khan
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