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Introduction


In 1095, Pope Urban II, head of the Catholic Church, gave one of the most dramatic speeches in history.   In it, he called on Europeans to rescue their fellow Christians and free the holy city of Jerusalem from the Muslims.   He told them to forget family, possessions, and past wars and take up the cross for the holy cause.  He also promised them everlasting life in heaven if they went.  The people cried out “God wills it!  God wills it!”  Their symbol was a cross worn on their tunics and painted on their shields, taking the place of their individual coats of arms.   Word of the speech and the Pope’s request spread quickly throughout Western Europe.

Three Causes

Christians and Muslims (followers of Islam) had lived together in the area near Jerusalem since the 700’s, but religious, political and economic factors combined to lead to war at the end of the 11th Century.

1. Religious Factors


European Christians had been making pilgrimages to the Holy Land, as they called the area near Jerusalem, for centuries.  These religious journeys were sometimes meant to strengthen one’s faith, and sometimes used for penance (forgiveness of sins).  In 1071, Jerusalem was conquered by the Seljuk Turks, who cut off Christian pilgrimages and began to persecute Christians who lived in the area.

2. Political Factors


The Byzantine Empire, formerly known as the Eastern Roman Empire, had asked the Christian nations of Europe for help in fighting Islamic armies.  In addition, some nobles in Europe saw the Crusades as a chance to seize land in the east, which would increase their importance and power.

3. Economic Factors


Europeans had heard stories about the fabulous wealth of the east, and saw these wars as a chance to loot eastern cities and become rich.  Many younger sons, who did not expect to inherit wealth from their families, saw the Crusades as an opportunity to gain wealth and rise to a level in society that was not available to them under Europe’s system of feudalism.  Finally, wealthy merchants, especially in the Italian cities of Venice and Genoa, expected to establish trade with the east and make large profits importing luxury goods, such as silk and spices, into Europe.
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The Fighting Begins


An army of Knights traveled to Constantinople in 1098 and began a siege on the Muslim city of Antioch.  After conquering the city in 1099, the knights were surrounded by a new Muslim army.  When the situation looked hopeless, a knight found what was said to be the lance that had been used to pierce Jesus’ side.  This was seen as a sign that God was with them, and the knights rallied to fight their way out of Antioch.  From there they marched on to Jerusalem and easily conquered that city.  Once inside the city walls, the Crusaders slaughtered over 10,000 Moslems and Jews.  This incident is considered one of the low points in the history of the Crusades.

“Crusader States” were formed, governed by knights and supported by trade with Italian merchants.  The Christian armies of Europe controlled parts of the area for almost 90 years.   In 1187, a great military leader named Saladin led a Muslim army to victory and conquered Jerusalem.
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The King’s Crusade
        The fall of Jerusalem so upset 
the Europeans that even kings took part in the next war.  The Third Crusade, sometimes called the “King’s Crusade” was led by the kings of England (Richard), France (Phillip II), and Germany (Frederick Barbarossa). 
 This crusade was only partially successful, and is remembered in British history as the age of Robin Hood.  While Richard was gone, his brother John ruled in his place.  High taxes charged to pay for the crusade helped to give rise to the legend of Robin Hood.

The End of the Crusades

There were four more crusades between 1202 and 1270, but they accomplished very little.  A few cities changed hands, but no real progress was made toward defeating the Muslim armies.  By 1270, Europeans had lost interest and the crusading spirit died out.  

A low point in this era was the “Children’s Crusade”.  Young children in France and Germany were convinced that their innocence and purity would cause God to protect them and help them defeat the armies of Islam.  Many died while traveling through the Alps Mountains, and those who made it to the Mediterranean Sea were captured and sold into slavery in North Africa.  Most never returned to their homes.  Not all historians agree with the accounts of this “crusade”, and some parts of the story may be more legend than fact.
Results of the Crusades

Several important changes occurred as a result of the wars. 


1. European nations had worked together against a common enemy, and stopped Muslim expansion 

    into Europe.

2. The power of kings was increased, since many vassals were gone for long periods of time.

3. Feudalism was weakened, as cities grew wealthy from trade and serfs had more opportunities.

4. Europeans became more familiar with geography outside their own local areas.

5. Europeans became aware of new products such as silks and spices.

6. Long forgotten writings of the Ancient Greeks and Romans were brought back to Europe, leading 

    to more interest in learning.

7. Europeans learned that the Muslim civilization was far more advanced than their own.  Cultural 

    diffusion occurred, with Europeans borrowing Islamic knowledge in the fields of medicine, science,

     astronomy, and agriculture.
8.  The crusades helped bring the Dark Ages to an end and lead to the beginning of the Renaissance.
1. Which of these reasons would have been most likely to persuade you to go on a Crusade?  
    Explain your   answer.          a.)  a chance at riches    
   b.)   adventure           c.)promise of heaven       

2. What symbol did crusaders use?   Why?

3. What item was said to be found that restored the spirit of the soldiers during the first Crusade?

4. Do you believe this item (from question #3) was really found?  Explain your answer.

5. Who was Saladin?  What is he remembered for?

6. Why was the Third Crusade sometimes called the “King’s Crusade”?

7. Of the first seven items listed under Results of the Crusades, which do you think was most important?  Why?

#8-15.    Write one of the bold, underlined words from the reading next to its synonym or definition:

	Synonym/Definition
	Word from reading

	  8. forgiveness of sin
	

	  9. story
	

	10. discriminate against
	

	11. take by force
	

	12. cloak, article of clothing
	

	13. attack
	

	14. religious journey
	

	15. previously, before
	


Read the sources below and answer the questions.
SOURCE A
SOURCE 1 – Pope Urban’s speech,  calling for the First Crusade, France, 27 November 1095

 “Beloved brothers, I speak as a messenger to reveal to you God’s will. We cannot refuse to give the help we have promised to our brothers in the East. They now need it desperately. The Turks and Arabs have attacked them and advanced into Romania. They have beaten the Christians seven times in battle, have killed and captured a large number of them, have wrecked their churches and laid waste to their land. If we do not go to help, the true servants of God in the East will not be able to survive.  I therefore urge and beg you who are the voices of Christ, both rich and poor, to drive the foul vermin from the lands where your Christian brothers live and to bring speedy help to the worshippers of Christ … Promise your support without delay. Let the warriors get ready and find what they need to pay for the journey. When the spring comes let them leave in good spirit under the banner of the Lord.”
SOURCE B


1.  Which of the reasons listed in source B are mentioned by the pope in his speech (source A)?

         (just list the numbers)_________________________________________________________
2.  Of the five reasons listed in Source B, which do you think would be a valid (justified) reason to call

     for a war?   You can choose more than one.

          (just list the numbers) ________________________________________________________

3. From your answer to #2, choose the one you think is most valid and explain why you think that is a 

   justified reason to go to war..

4. Of the five reasons listed in Source B, which do you think would be the least valid (justified) reason to call

     for a war?    Explain your answer.
5.  Why do you think the Pope called Christians the true servants of God in the East?
Pope Urban II's possible reasons for calling the 1st Crusade


 1. Prove the Pope was the leader of all Christians, even those living in the Byzantine Emperor 


nd the constant warfare between Christians by redirecting their violence toward Muslims 


 Increase the power and prestige of the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope.


 Rescue and protect the "Holy Land" - land associated with the life of Jesus


 Establish safe access to the holy land for the Christians who travel there each year.














