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                                Pyramids
A pyramid is a massive structure built as a tomb or grave to house and protect the body of a pharaoh for the afterlife and as a monument to honor the pharaoh. It has four triangular sides that meet at a point. Pyramids were made from huge blocks of stone. The largest surviving pyramid is the Great Pyramid of Khufu at Cheops, (located near present-day Cairo). It covers an area of thirteen acres and is made up of two and a quarter million blocks, which each weigh five-thousand pounds on average. Before pyramids were constructed with smooth sides, the sides of the earliest pyramids looked like steps. These stepped pyramids might have symbolized a stairway to heaven which during some periods might have been seen as a way for the dead king to climb up into the sky to become a star.

The stones of the pyramid were cut from rock quarries with tools such as chisels, saws, mallets, hammers, and wedges. Much of the stone used in the construction of the pyramids came from areas very close to the building site so that it did not need to be transported long distances. To make it easier to move the stones to the pyramid they were placed on wooden sleds that were pulled through canals of water leading to the building. No one knows exactly how the large, incredibly heavy blocks were first lifted and then put into place. Some of the different methods that have been suggested are the use of cranes or the use of a complicated system of levers and rockers which were most probably used to position the large blocks. It also seems certain that ramps were used to make it easier to move the blocks. These would have been a great technical achievement in themselves. As the pyramid grew taller the ramps would be extended. Remains of long straight ramps have been discovered, but it is also believed that a series of smaller ramps, forming a type of scaffolding, would also have been used and later discarded.
What do you think…

1. Explain the important role pyramids played in ancient Egyptian society.
2. “Pyramids are the most impressive structures built by human beings.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement…Why (provide support from the text)?

Reflection: 
Choice 1: Draw a diagram of a pyramid and show/label five things you found interesting about pyramids. 
Choice 2: Write a one page short story about life as pyramid builder. Make sure to include at least five facts that you found interesting about pyramids.

	                                            Mummies and Mummification

[image: image2.png]L, =
—s_,..nsw....w
MUIVAR




A mummy is a dead body or corpse that has been preserved so that it does not rot or decay. The process of preserving the body is called mummification. The Egyptians were extremely interested in mummification because they believed that the dead would need their bodies in the afterlife. They did not believe that death was final. Instead, they viewed it as a prelude to the afterlife. They also believed that everlasting life could be ensured by being pious to the gods, by mummifying the dead, and by providing equipment in tombs for the afterlife. They believed that each person had a life-force or ka, (a word that cannot be translated into English), that continued to live after a person died. It was important to preserve the body so that the ka could still recognize it. The ka needed to return to the body because it was still dependent on food to keep living. Food offerings were left in the tombs which the ka would inhale and the priests would then eat.

The process of mummification involved cleaning the body, inside and out. The organs and intestines had to be removed before the body could be preserved. Using one method, the brain was removed through the nose with an iron hook and the other organs and the intestines were taken out through a cut made in the side of the body. Then the inside of the body was cleaned and the cut was sewn up again. The removed liver, lungs, stomach, and intestines were placed in containers called canopic jars which were placed inside the body cavity or with the body in the tomb. Some of these jars had stoppers shaped like human or animal heads representing funerary gods. It was believed that these gods would ward off evil forces. A natural substance called natron which is mostly made up of sodium carbonate and sodium bicarbonate was used to preserve the body. The corpse was covered with natron for seventy days, then rinsed and washed again, and finally wrapped in several meters of linen bandages. After this process was completed the mummy was placed in a wooden coffin shaped like either a box or a person.

The process of mummification was a ritual with specific steps that had to be repeated each time. The Egyptians believed that one of their most important gods, Osiris, the god of death and resurrection, was the first to be mummified. Because of this tradition the people that oversaw the process of mummification held the title of priests.

What do you think…
1. Why was mummification an important practice to ancient Egyptians?


Reflection:

Choice 1:  Create a character sketch of a mummy that illustrates five aspects of mummification.

Choice 2: Write a letter pretending that you have just been mummified and explain to your family members the process of mummification (2 paragraphs).  



	                                Hieroglyphics
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The Egyptians wrote with signs called hieroglyphs instead of letters like ours. They were written in lines straight across or up and down without spaces or punctuation marks such as periods or commas. Many hieroglyphs were a kind of picture of what they represented. For example, a bird would be represented by a picture of a bird or the verb "to answer" would be represented by a man with his hand near his mouth. The discovery of the Rosetta Stone about two hundred years ago (1799) was an extremely important clue for our understanding of hieroglyphs. It is a slab of black granite with the same inscription written in three different scripts: Hieroglyphic, Demotic, and Greek, which helped to translate the 
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hieroglyphs.  One of the keys to unlocking the secrets of ancient Egyptian writing was the 'Rosetta Stone'.  Egyptians often recorded their writings on very papyrus, a thin paper-like sheet made from riverside reeds.
What do you think…

1. Finding the Rosetta Stone was one of the greatest finds in history…Why?
2. What differences do you see between hieroglyphics and the written English language?

Reflection:
Write your first and last name in hieroglyphics (If you name is longer than 15 characters, you do not have to do your entire name).

	                                          Pharaohs
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Pharaoh is the name we use for an Egyptian king. It comes from the Egyptian per-aa or "great house" which in the Bible came out as "pharaoh." The pharaoh was the most important and powerful person in the kingdom. Most pharaohs were men but some well-known pharaohs, such as Nefertiti and Cleopatra, were women. Because the pharaoh was considered a god, one of his most important roles was as a representative between humans and the gods. Religion was not separated from government in Egypt. The pharaoh not only ruled the kingdom, but was also believed to maintain order in the universe. Each pharaoh was given five names that were listed in a specific order: Horus name, Two Ladies name, Golden Horus name, throne name, and birth name. At different times, the most important were the Horus name and throne name or Horus name, throne name, and birth name. Birth names typically ran in families and were repeated. When an individual was made ruler he assumed the other four names.

Pharaohs wore different kinds of crowns. The cone-shaped "white crown" of Upper Egypt and the "red crown" of Lower Egypt, (that looks like a chair from the side with a coil sticking out), could be worn together to signify unification. The pharaoh has also been depicted wearing the nemes head cloth. It is a piece of striped cloth worn tight across the forehead and tied in the back with two strands hanging down at the sides. He would also wear the uraeus, or serpent-shaped image, on his forehead. In addition to a crown the Pharaoh would carry a shepherd's crook and flail that symbolized authority.
What do you think…
1. Ancient Egyptian pharaohs were highly respected.  Explain the different roles pharaohs played in Egypt. 

Reflection:
Choice 1: Write a journal entry (2 paragraphs) describing your life as a pharaoh in ancient Egypt. Make sure you use support from the text. 
Choice 2: Create a billboard that might be displayed in ancient Egypt that informs the people about a new pharaoh that just took control. Include at least five of details about him/her.


Mummy Outline
