Ancient and Pre-Colonial South Asia: Unit Overview
	Essential Questions



	· What is the impact of natural resources to the physical environment and human interaction that affected the economic activities of various Asian civilizations?

· What are the similarities and differences of Hinduism and Buddhism?

· What is the impact of social divisions within the caste system on the political, economic and social systems of South Asia's society?

· How is government impacted on the emergence, expansion and decline of various Ancient Indian empires?

· What geographic factors influenced the emergence, expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and regions in South Asia?

· How do behaviors and practices of individuals and groups impact the political, economic and social significance of historical events, issues, individuals and cultural groups?
	· I totally get it

· I kinda get it

· I don’t get it

	Books, Videos, & Movies to Dig Into
	We learn about this because it helps us understand…

	· Lighting a Lamp: A Diwali Story by Johnny Zucker (book)

· The Story of Little Babaji by Helen Bannerman (book)

· Taj Mahal: A Story of Love and Empire by Elizabeth Mann (book)

· World of Discovery: Chasing India’s Monsoon (YouTube video)

·  Rockford: 1999 (film)

	· That people use their surroundings and natural resources to develop civilizations.
· That polytheism and other ways of living your life (or belief systems) have been around for a long time.  The ways people practice their religion might be different, but the core beliefs and practices are usually the same.
· How past leaders’ decisions can impact our present and future (i.e. with money, relationships, career, education, etc.).
· That societies need allies, money, and structural hierarchies in order to survive.



	Vocabulary to Master

	· Vedas

· Caste System

· Reincarnation 

· Nirvana
· Aryan

· Sanskirt

· Monsoon

· Indus River 

· Ashoka the Great

· Hinduism

· Buddhism 

· Eight-Fold Path
· Harrappa

· Mohenjo Daro

· Subcontinent 

· Varnas
· Untouchables
· Sidhartha
· Karma

· Himalaya

· Four Noble Truths
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