Pre-Colonial Africa Unit Overview
	Essential Questions



	What geographic characteristics define a region?
How does geography affect the physical characteristics of a region? 

When is it appropriate to use a map, chart, or graph? If so what type?
Can constructing maps, charts, and graphs illustrate the stories of geographic phenomena?
How do physical characteristics of a region impact the development of people?
How have people changed society?
How are cultural expressions reflected in various civilizations, societies, and regions?

	· I totally get it

· I kinda get it

· I don’t get it

	Enduring understanding 
	Important to know and do
	Worth being familiar with

	· Label physical characteristics of Africa’s geography.
· Identify major geographic features on a map of Africa. 
	· Locate major geographic features of different regions of Africa.
· Highlight the key contributions of individuals and groups in African societies (e.g. Mansa Musa and Great Zimbabwe)

	· Explain how physical features impact the settlement and development of various cultures in Africa.
· Identify how artistic expressions are unique to various groups throughout the African continent.

	Vocabulary to master

	· Savannah
· Mount Kilimanjaro
· Nubia
· Great Zimbabwe
· Sahara Desert 
· Kush
· Queen Shanakhdakheto
· Great Rift Valley
· Desertification
· Animism
· Sundiata
· Serengeti Plain
· Mansa Musa
· Timbuktu
· Sahel
· Zulu
· Askia The Great
· Griots
· Proverbs
· Bantu
· Meroe
· Trade Network
· Aksum
· Merchants
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