5 Themes of Geography Notes
	Theme
	Details

	1. Location

“Where are we?”
	Absolute - Exact location; longitude/latitude or street address

Examples: 
1. Salem MS is located at 6150 Old Jenks Road, Apex, NC, 27523.
2. Kauiai, Hawaii is located at 20°N, 157°W.

	
	Relative - Landmarks, time, direction, or distance from one place to another

Examples: 
1. Salem MS is located around the corner from the Wake Zone coffee shop.
2. Kauiai is the northernmost island in Hawaii.

	2. Place

What do you think of when I say “Brazil” or “Russia”?
	Cultural - Things created/developed by humans: language, buildings, roads, religions, sports, food, and fashion.

Examples: 
1. People love to fish, surf, and boogie board at Myrtle Beach.
2. Learn to hula-dance in Hawaii.

	
	Physical - Natural features NOT created by humans: mountains, soil, wildlife, bodies of water, and climate.

Examples: 
1. Myrtle Beach is a coastline in South Carolina.

2. Kauiai Island in Hawaii is part of a volcanic chain and offers  unforgettable sights of natural and wild beauty.

	3. Human/
Environment Interaction
	-People modify/change the environment by cutting down trees, building, and polluting.

-People depend on the environment for resources like food and oil.


Example: BP spilled over 430,000 barrels of oil into the Gulf in 2010.

	4. Movement
	-People interact with each other through movement.

-Animals, people, goods, and information all move.


Example: Most students that attend Salem MS have moved here from another region in the United States.

	5. Region
	-This is the basic unit of study in Geography.
-It is a group of places bound together by one or more characteristics.


Examples: 
1. North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Georgia are in the southeastern part of the US.
2. The Triangle region in NC consists of the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill area.


