Social Studies







Name ________________

Lesson 3 – Understanding Dates




Date _________________


While reading about history, it is important to pay attention to dates.  Dates tell you when events took place and help you keep track of the sequence of events.  This makes it easier to understand how one event may have affected another.


As we study the civilizations of  the Ancient World we will come across two sets of dates.  One set will be followed by B.C. and the other by A.D.  To understand these civilizations and how they fit into the history of  the world, we need to understand the difference between B.C. and A.D.

MEANING


B.C. – stands for Before Christ


A.D. – stands for Anno Domini –Latin for “in the year of our Lord”

ORIGIN


The Greeks and Romans did not use this system of dates.  They numbered years in relation to some important event.  Example – 14 years after Julius Caesar became consul.


About 1500 years ago the Catholic Church needed a more accurate calendar to keep track of the day on which Easter would fall.  A monk named Dionysius Exiguus (Dennis the Little) was assigned the task of creating a new calendar.  As a Christian, he considered the birth of Christ as the most important event in the history of the world, so he used that as a starting point.  All dates before Christ’s birth were labeled B.C. and numbered backward.  Dates after his birth are labeled A.D. and start at 1, then become higher.  This system was not widely accepted at first, and did not become the standard until the 1500’s.

Note – Some historians prefer to use the terms BCE and CE to stand for “Before the Common Era” and “Common Era”.  
HOW THEY ARE USED - 
Look at the following timeline:

2000BC          1500BC          1000BC          500BC          1AD          500AD          1000AD          1500AD          2000AD


* The birth of Christ (1AD) is at the center of the timeline

* Dates before the birth of Christ (BC) are to the left and become higher as they go 

   backward in history.  Example – 1500BC happened before 1000BC.

* Dates after the birth of Christ (AD) are to the right and become higher each year.

Note – a date showing BC will always include the letters BC.  A date showing AD  


   will usually not include the letters AD.  2012AD is the same as 2012.

CENTURIES


Centuries cover a period of one hundred years.  The first century included the years 1AD – 100AD, so all other centuries seem to be off by one. (ex – 1800’s – 19th Century)
 Read the chart below:

	Century
	Years

	1st
	1-100

	2nd
	101 – 200

	3rd
	201 – 300

	4th
	301 – 400

	5th
	401 – 500

	6th
	501 – 600

	7th
	601 – 700

	8th
	701 – 800

	9th
	801 – 900

	10th
	901– 1000

	11th
	1001-1100

	12th
	1101-1200

	13th
	1201-1300

	14th
	1301-1400

	15th
	1401-1500

	16th
	1501-1600

	17th
	1601-1700

	18th
	1701-1800

	19th
	1801-1900

	20th
	1901-2000

	21st
	2001-2100


_____1. The letters B.C. after a date mean: 
a. Birth of Christ     b. Before Christ     c. Because of Christ

_____2. The letters A.D. after a date mean:   a. After Death         b. Any Date           c. Anno Domini

_____3. The year 500B.C. happened:     a. 500 years before the birth of Christ       b. 500 years after the birth of Christ

c. 500 years ago

_____4. The year 700B.C. happened:     a. before 200B.C.      b. after 200B.C.    c. at the same time as 200B.C.

_____5. How long ago was 200B.C.?  You find the answer by:     a. subtracting 200B.C. from the present year


b. adding 200B.C. to the present year
c. adding 200B.C. and 200A.D. together

_____6. In the year 2012 how long ago was 200B.C.:  a.1812 yrs. ago      b. 2012 yrs. ago      c. 2212 yrs. Ago

_____7. The year 1500 can also be written:   a. 1500B.C.      b. 1500A.D.          c. the fifteenth century

_____8. The year 750A.D. happened:    a. 750 years. before the birth of Christ      b. 750 years after the birth of Christ





       c. 750 years ago

_____9. How long ago was 1000A.D.? You find the answer by:  a. subtracting 1000A.D. from the present year    


   b. adding 1000A.D. to the present year          c. adding 1000B.C. and 1000A.D. together

_____10. In the year 2012, how long ago was the year 1300?      a. 712 yrs ago    b. 2012 yrs ago      c. 3312 yrs ago

_____11. A century covers a period of  _____ years   a. 10         b. 100       c. 1000

_____12. The sixteenth century includes the years   a. 1001 – 1100    b.  1601 – 1700     c. 1501 - 1600   
_____13. The first century B.C. covers the years:     a. 99B.C. – 1B.C.     b. 199B.C. – 100B.C.       c. 1A.D. – 99A.D.

_____14. How long ago was the fifteenth century?  About _____ years.    a. 400    b. 600      c. 1500

_____15. How long ago was the eleventh century? About _____ centuries.     a. 9       b.10      c.11   

16.  Why do you think some historians choose to use the abbreviations BCE and CE, rather than BC and AD?
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