Revising Your Writing

Revising means to look again at your writing to see how it can be improved. When revising a paragraph or story, read it out loud.  Your ears will hear a mistake your eyes didn’t see.

Here is a checklist for revising a problem solution essay:

1. Does the essay have at least four paragraphs? Did you indent every paragraph?
2. Did you include culture clues?  Circle, highlight, or underline your culture clues to make it easier for peer editors to find them.

3. Did you explain how you ended up in Cleveland, Ohio?  This is important!

4. Did you connect to at least one character from Seedfolks?  Write a note in the margin -“connection” - and draw an arrow to your connection to another character.

5. Did you explain an internal conflict OR an external conflict?  Write a note in the margin – “conflict” – and draw and arrow to your conflict.  If you have more than one conflict, label both!

6. Did you thoroughly explain your contribution to the garden? What are you planting? Why?  Do you have other jobs, such as watering, monitoring, cleaning, etc.? Explain.

7. Did you explain how your role in the garden or community helps other people? Explain this.

**** 8. What vocabulary can be improved?  Choose at least six words that can be improved.  Circle them and focus on finding more advanced vocabulary.  Ask your teachers or classmates for help.

Editing Your Writing 

Editing involves fixing mistakes in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, capitalization.

Here is a checklist for editing your problem solution essay:

1. Are all sentences complete and clear? There should be NO sentence fragments or run-on sentences.

2. Can any short, choppy sentences be improved by combining them?
3. Can any long, awkward sentences be improved by breaking them down into shorter units?
4. Is each word spelled correctly? Ask your teacher for help!

5. Are capital letters used as needed? Are periods and commas used correctly?

6. All verbs should be in the past tense, since you are telling a story that has already happened.
Commonly Confused Words

	Your (possession), you’re (you are)
	There (location), their (ownership), they’re (they are)
	Where (location), wear (to clothe)

	Through (direction), threw (past tense of throw)
	Than (comparison), then (time)
	To (preposition), too (amount, also)

	Here (location), hear (listen)
	Accept (to receive), except (excluding)
	Desert (place), dessert (yummy food)

	Its (possession), it’s (it is)
	Lose (not win), loose (not tight)
	Chose (past tense), choose (present tense)


