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Social Studies 6






                            Name ____________________________ 

Ancient India Unit






               Date _____________________________

Geography of Ancient India
India is the world’s seventh largest country, approximately one-third the size of the United States. India is located in Asia, but is often called a subcontinent, meaning that it is part of Asia, yet it is a large land mass with differences in physical features, climate, and natural vegetation.  On a map, India looks like a huge triangle of land pushing into the Indian Ocean. Natural barriers separate India from the rest of Asia. 
Landforms and the Climate 
India can be divided into two regions. Much of northern India is made up of an 
area called the northern plain. Great rivers flow through the northern plain 
and create valleys of fertile farmland. The north east part of this plain is covered 
by the Chota Nagpur Plateau.  Much of southern India is made up of the 
Deccan Plateau, a large area of flat, raised land in Central India₅. Frequent 
droughts made farming difficult for ancient people on the Deccan Plateau. 

There are three seasons in India: a cool season, a hot season, and a rainy season₁. During the cool and hot seasons, India gets little rain. But from June through September, monsoons blow in from the Indian Ocean. Those winds usually bring much‐needed rain to India.
Mountains 

India is “framed” by four mountain ranges. In the northwest, along the current border with Pakistan, are the Hindu Kush Mountains. There are passes (openings) through these mountains. People probably came to India through those passes. Later, traders and invaders reached India through the same openings₂.  The Himalaya Mountains make a natural barrier between India and the rest of Asia, stretching across the northeastern part of India. It is in the Himalayas that you will find Mt. Everest, the tallest mountain in the world, located at 28°N, 87°E₃.
Two mountain ranges can be found in the southern part of India; the East Ghats, along the east coast and the West Ghats, along the west coast. 

Bodies of Water

As a peninsula, India is surrounded by water on three sides.  To the west is the Arabian Sea and to the east is the Bay of Bengal, the largest bay in the world. South of India is the Indian Ocean. The northern section of India is dominated by two great rivers that begin in the snow capped peaks of the Himalayas. Flowing westward, to the Arabian Sea is the Indus River. This river has been so important to the people of the region that the nation of India takes its name from the Indus.   Flowing eastward, to the Bay of Bengal, is India’s longest river, the Ganges River. 
The people of India consider the Ganges to be sacred and perform many rituals with its water₄. 


A. Label the map -- Read the article above and pay careful attention to the description of the places written in bold text  

                   and italics.  Use the descriptions to help you decide where to write each name on the map on the back of this 

                   page.  There are 12 places described in this article.  Be sure to label all 12 of them on the map.

B. Five Themes Chart: There are five phrases that are underlined. Each one is followed by a number from one to five.  

	D. Match the synonym to one of the five bold, 

     underlined words from the reading.

	Synonym/Definition
	Word from reading

	1.  land with water on 

     three sides
	

	2.  obstacle or blockage
	

	3.  nearly correct
	

	4.  seasonal winds that 

     bring rain to India
	

	5.  productive
	


                    Place the number in the table to match that sentence or phrase to one of the Five Themes of Geography. 

	Theme
	Sentence or phrase from article (use number)

	Location
	

	Place
	

	Movement
	

	Region
	

	HEI
	


Check these off as you add them to the map.





( Indus River


( Ganges River





( Arabian Sea 


( Bay of Bengal


( Indian Ocean





 ( Eastern Ghats     


 ( Western Ghats 


( Hindu Kush


( Himalayas  


( Mt. Everest





( Deccan Plateau 


( Chota Nagpur 








A





Afghanistan


(current)








    China


 (current)





30°N





Pakistan


(current)





 How wide is India at 20°N?





_________miles





How wide is India at 10°N?





_________miles








What is the latitude and longitude of point A?





_____________





What is the latitude and longitude of point B?





_____________





20°N





0                     200


                      miles





10°N





Sri 


Lanka





N





B





80°E





90°E





70°E








1.   What is the distance from the mouth of the Indus River to the mouth of the Ganges River?      _________miles





2.   Mount Everest is (NE, SE, NW, SW) of the Bay of Bengal.





3.  Which is the best estimate for the absolute location of the Ganges River’s mouth?           (34°N, 85°E)   or   (24°N, 95°E)  





4. Write a sentence describing the relative location of Sri Lanka. _____________________________________________


  _________________________________________________________________________________________________





5.  The formula for area of a rectangle is Length X Width = Area (LxW=A). Measure Sri Lanka from east to west (width),  


     then from north to south(length). Multiply both measurements to estimate the area of Sri Lanka - _________ square miles





6. Why is your answer to #5 only an estimate? - ____________________________________________________________


 


   _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 








C. Define “subcontinent” – 





______________________





______________________





______________________





______________________





_______________________

















