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Figurative Language


	Question
	Answer/Example:

	What is the difference between literal and figurative language?
	· Literal language is meaning exactly what you say

· Example: You have five math problems for homework tonight.
· Figurative language gets its meaning from comparing or exaggerating; the writer does not mean exactly what is said
· Example: Get ready! You have a ton of homework tonight. (Nobody really has 2,000 pounds of homework!)

Ex. metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, onomatopoeia



	What is a metaphor?
	· A comparison that does not use “like” or “as”
· Example: Our class is an archipelago of exotic minds and ideas.


	What is a simile?
	· A comparison using the words “like” or “as”
· Example: The girl swims like a fish in the sea. OR
          This classroom is as crazy as a monkey in a       

          banana store.



	What is onomatopoeia?
	· The sounds of the words suggest their meaning or action
· Example: The bee buzzed around the room.
          “Thud!” boomed the door as Maria left the 

           room.


	What is a hyperbole?
	· An extremely exaggerated statement
· Example: I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.


	What is personification?
	· Giving human qualities or characteristics to non-living things
· Example: The tornado danced across the field.


	What is symbolism?
	· The practice of using concrete objects to represent abstract ideas
· Example: Uncle Sam is a drawing of a man who represents patriotism, which is an abstract idea. 


Highlight one example of each of the terms in your notes.  Write the name of the term you are highlighting in the margin.

Life is a Highway

By Tom Cochrane

Life's like a road that you travel on 
When there's one day here and the next day gone 
Sometimes you bend sometimes you stand 
Sometimes you turn your back to the wind 
There's a world outside every darkened Door 
Where blues won't haunt you anymore 
Where the brave are free and lovers soar 
Come ride with me to the distant shore 
We won't hesitate break down the garden gate 
There's not much left today 
Life is a highway 
I want to ride it all night long 
If you're going my way 
I want to drive it all night long 

Through all the cities and all these towns 
It's in my blood and it's all around 
I love you now like I loved you then 
This is the road and these are the hands 
From Mozambique to those Memphis nights 
The Khyber pass to Vancouver's lights 
Knock me down get back up again 
You're in my blood I'm not a lonely man 

There's no load I can't hold 
Road so rough this I know 
I'll bee there when the light comes in 
Tell 'em we're survivors
Chocolate Cake 
Author unknown
Friends are like chocolate cake, 

You can never have too many.
Chocolate cake is like heaven,
Always amazing you with each 
Taste or feeling.
Chocolate cake is like life with so many
Different pieces.
Chocolate cake is like happiness,
You can never get enough of it.

Onomatopoeia 

By Jonathan Goldman

The clouds do darken, the rain does drop
I wonder when its going to stop.
The pitter-patter of rain does fall
Against my windows, against my wall.
The wind does blow, the rain does lash
Against my house's pebbledash.
The sounds of never-ending rain
Gurgling down pipes into the drain.
Cars make splashes on wet streets, 
Drops on puddles make them meet
In rivulets of rain, rushing onwards
Till the rain and wind abate, 
And the sun comes out to dissipate
The water back to heaven
To fall as rain again at seven.

Sick
By Shel Silverstein

"I cannot go to school today,"
Said little Peggy Ann McKay,
"I have the measles and the mumps,
A gash, a rash, and purple bumps.
My mouth is wet, my throat is dry,
I'm going blind in my right eye.
My tonsils are as big as rocks,
I've counted sixteen chicken pox
And there's one more--that's seventeen,
And don't you think my face looks green?
My leg is cut, my eyes are blue--
It might be instamatic flu.
I cough and sneeze and gasp and choke,
I'm sure that my left leg is broke--
My hip hurts when I move my chin,
My belly button's caving in,
My back is wrenched, my ankle's sprained,
My 'pendix pains each time it rains.
My nose is cold, my toes are numb,
I have a sliver in my thumb.
My neck is stiff, my voice is weak,
I hardly whisper when I speak.
My tongue is filling up my mouth,
I think my hair is falling out.
My elbow's bent, my spine ain't straight,
My temperature is one-o-eight.
My brain is shrunk, I cannot hear,
There is a hole inside my ear.
I have a hangnail, and my heart is--what?
What's that? What's that you say?
You say today is---Saturday?
G'bye, I'm going out to play!" 
We Didn’t Start the Fire

Billy Joel

Harry Truman, Doris Day, Red China, Johnnie Ray 
South Pacific, Walter Winchell, Joe DiMaggio 

Joe McCarthy, Richard Nixon, Studebaker, television 
North Korea, South Korea, Marilyn Monroe 

Rosenbergs, H-Bomb, Sugar Ray, Panmunjom 
Brando, "The King and I", and "The Catcher in the Rye" 

Eisenhower, vaccine, England's got a new queen 
Marciano, Liberace, Santayana goodbye
We didn't start the fire
It was always burning
Since the world's been turning
We didn't start the fire
No we didn't light it
But we tried to fight it

Josef Stalin, Malenkov, Nasser and Prokofiev 
Rockefeller, Campanella, Communist Bloc 

Roy Cohn, Juan Peron, Toscanini, Dacron
Dien Bien Phu Falls, Rock Around the Clock 

Einstein, James Dean, Brooklyn's got a winning team
Davy Crockett, Peter Pan, Elvis Presley, Disneyland 

Bardot, Budapest, Alabama, Khrushchev
Princess Grace, Peyton Place, Trouble in the Suez 

We didn't start the fire
It was always burning
Since the world's been turning
We didn't start the fire
No we didn't light it
But we tried to fight it 

Little Rock, Pasternak, Mickey Mantle, Kerouac
Sputnik, Zhou Enlai, Bridge On The River Kwai 

Lebanon, Charles de Gaulle, California Baseball, 
Starkweather homicide, Children of Thalidomide

Buddy Holly, Ben Hur, Space Monkey, Mafia
Hula Hoops, Castro, Edsel is a no-go 

U2, Syngman Rhee, payola and Kennedy
Chubby Checker, Psycho, Belgians in the Congo 

We didn't start the fire
It was always burning
Since the world's been turning
We didn't start the fire
No we didn't light it
But we tried to fight it 

Hemingway, Eichmann, Stranger in a Strange Land,
Dylan, Berlin, Bay of Pigs invasion… 







