Seminar Questions

Should we be proud to be Spartans?

People take great pride in the teams that they belong to.  Oftentimes, loyalties are intense and very, very personal.  These loyalties can be based on reasoned thought—people can make conscious decisions about joining groups and sharing loyalties—but they can also be based on emotion alone.  Sometimes the weaknesses of a group are overlooked because of loyalty and often people forget that the symbols that they choose to represent themselves send messages about who they are.  

Many would say that our school’s mascot is an example.  Some may question the Spartan way of life, and choosing them to represent a school might seem interesting.  The focus of today’s reading is whether or not we should be proud to be Spartans.

Seed Questions:

1. Should we be proud to be Spartans? 

2. What about the Spartan way of life do you find most offensive?  What about our lives would Spartans find offensive?  

3. Was there anything about Spartan life that you find redeeming?  What about Spartan life CAN we be proud of?  How would those character traits look in a school setting?  

4. How could we represent all that is good about the Spartans in our words and our deeds?

5. Do you think that people in later civilizations will admire or despise Americans?  What will they find noble about us?  Disturbing?  

6. When schools in the future are picking mascots, would they choose us?  Should they choose us?







