Mesopotamia: From Nomads to Farmers
(Video Notes)

1. Why did the ancient Sumerians look for new ways to produce their food? 

2. How did growing crops and domesticating animals like sheep and goats allow the Sumerians to build cities and live in one place all year long?

3. What does the word “Mesopotamia” mean?

4. Between which rivers did Mesopotamia lie?

5. Why did the soil of the Mesopotamian region of Sumer grow such good crops? 

6. What problem made farming difficult at first and how did the Sumerians solve it? 

7. In what other way did the Sumerians control the rivers?

8. What important farming tool did the Sumerians invent?

9. What else did the Mesopotamians invent?

10. What do we call their system of writing?

11. What tools did the Mesopotamians use for writing? 

12. What did the Sumerians put into writing before any other society?

13. What was the name of the temple where Sumerians believed their gods lived? 

14. Of what material were the houses in Sumerian cities made? 
