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MANDATE OF HEAVEN – China’s ruler was chosen by heaven and gave him power
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GREAT WALL – Barrier built to protect China from invasion 
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CHANG JIANG – Major river in China also known as the Yangzi River
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HUANG HE – Also known as the Yellow River; major river in Northern China
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XI’AN – A city in western China 
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SILK ROAD – An ancient trade route from China through Central Asia to the Mediterranean Sea
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SHANG DYNASTY – The first known dynasty of China
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CONFUCIANISM – East Asian philosophy that is centered on the improvement of the individual
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BUREAUCRACY – Unelected government officials
TAOISM – Chinese philosophy centered on compassion, moderation, and humility with a strong focus on nature
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GENGHIS KHAN – Founder of the Mongol empire, which became the largest empire in history after his death
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GOBI – An area of gravel and rock and the coldest desert
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HIMALAYAS – The highest mountain in the world that separate the Indian Subcontinent from China
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PLATAEU OF TIBET – A high plateau in western China
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GRAND CANAL – Canal that linked northern and southern China
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FORBIDDEN CITY – Originally built as both home of the Chinese emperor and as the central location for Chinese government
